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Patients afflicted with the severest forms of this disease, 
and who had grown accustomed to regarding their condi¬ 
tion as incurable, were given codeine each time when they 
felt the approach of an attack, and were convinced that the 
attack was shortened thereby and the distress greatly 
relieved. 

Its good effect was very marked in circulatory dis¬ 
turbances accompanied with irregularity of the heart, and 
also in cardiac dropsy; the distress of angina pectoris was 
notably diminished. 

Loewenmeyer’s experience in the use of codeine in ner¬ 
vous affections is less satisfactory and encouraging. It 
appears that it has practically little effect in pains caused 
by irritable conditions of the brain or spinal cord, or of the 
peripheral nerves. Its hypnotic action is, however, well 
worthy of mention. 

In excitable conditions of moderate severity, in the 
sleeplessness of convalescents from severe illness, the rem¬ 
edy was usually very effective. 

Loewenmeyer gave from one-half to three-quarters grain 
of codeine at a dose. Those cases in which this amount 
failed to act were not influenced by larger quantities. This 
dose was given three to five times a day for weeks and 
months at a time, without any apparent injurious influence. 

J. W. B. 


PSYCHOLOGICAL. 

DISEASED CRAVINGS AND PARALYZED 
CONTROL. 

Dr. Clouston's papers on this subject, that appeared 
earlier in the “Edinburgh Medical Journal,” are in part 
reprinted in the “ Quarterly Journal of Inebriety,” for July, 
1890. Dipsomania, morphinomania, chloralism and cocain- 
ism are the conditions considered in this installment. 

L. F. B. 

THE HYSTERIC MIND A CONTRACTION OF THE 
FIELD OF CONSCIOUSNESS. 

Dr. R. W. Felkin (Edinburgh Medical Journal, May, 
1890) thinks that William James' references to hysteria and 
hypnotism and the recollection of the origin of disease 
contain a hint as to a method of investigation and treat- 
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ment. In an article called the “Hidden Self” (Scribner’s 
Magazine, March, 1890), James states it as his belief that a 
waking hysteric is in the same condition as a well person 
in a hypnotic trance, and also that the hysteric mind is a 
contraction of the field of consciousness ; that is to say, 
the hysterical person either forgets or is unable to attend 
to two things at once, and so may ignore an eye or a hand, 
may not see but hear, may speak but not feel, etc. If 
motor sense is lost, the patient must perforce define move¬ 
ments to his mind in visual terms. James thinks that the 
hysterical crisis may be often based upon previous experi¬ 
ence ; and he refers to the case of a patient named Lucie, 
who had a fright when a child, and once was confined 
some time in a dark room on account of eye trouble. The 
girl was addicted to somnambulism. When an attack of 
hysteria comes on, she experiences the old fright, etc. 
When hypnotized, she explains what happened to her 
when a child. James, therefore, suggests that much infor¬ 
mation regarding the origin of obscure disease may be 
arrived at during the hypnotic state. As a memory can be 
recalled, so a memory can be obliterated by hypnotism. 

L. F. B. 

HYPNOTISM AND THE BRITISH MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

In July, 1890, the British Medical Association discussed 
the subject of hypnotism in therapeutics. (See British 
Medical Journal, Aug. 23, 1890.) At the close, the presi¬ 
dent, Dr. Needham, congratulated the section upon the 
scientific spirit in which the demonstrations had been 
made, and upon the admirable tone of the discussion. He 
inferred from remarks made by the members that there 
was an evident desire not to dismiss the matter in so sum¬ 
mary a fashion, and asked the association to state whether 
they were in favor of a scientific inquiry into the phenomena 
of hypnotism. The reply was unanimously in favor of an 
investigation. Dr. Gairdner then said : “To decide if any¬ 
thing tangible can result from this discussion, and if the 
British Medical Association can do anything in the matter, 
I beg to propose the following resolutions: I. That this 
section protests in the strongest manner against the public 
exhibition before unscientific and miscellaneous audiences, 
and for purposes of gain and amusement, of the phenomena 
of hypnotism—a practice which, in the opinion of this meet¬ 
ing, is antagonistic to public morality. And, II., that the 



